Newsletter Wednesday 8th December
Dear parents and carers,
I hope this newsletter finds everyone well and looking forward to joining us next week, if you
are able to, for our Christmas performances. Tickets have been sent home with children
according to our Covid-19 risk assessment. Thank you for your support and understanding at
this time. We sincerely hope that the long wait to join us in school is as safe as possible and
enjoyable for all. Please make sure you arrive in school with a face mask and remain seated
throughout the performances. The hall will be well ventilated too so please ensure you are
wrapped up warm!
We are planning on recording the dress rehearsals of our nativity plays and our Carol Service
rehearsal. If you have given consent for us to use your child’s image on our website we will
include them in the recording and post the video on the website, hopefully by the end of term,
for family and friends to view. Several families struggled to access the file we added to
Microsoft Teams at Harvest so we have listened and are making this change. Please be
reassured that if you have not given consent, your child will watch the dress rehearsal and not
be included in the recordings.

Christmas Jumper Day and Santa Run
Just a reminder that we are fundraising for Save the Children
on Friday 10th by wearing a Christmas jumper with our
uniform, in exchange for a £1 donation towards the charity.
Children should also come into school in trainers to take part
in the Santa run which Mr Hoodless is organising for fun to
make the event even more memorable and to help keep us all
fit and healthy!

PTA Rainbow Hamper Treasure Hunt
Numbered squares are being sold daily for our Rainbow Hamper treasure hunt. Thank you to
those of you who have already very generously sent some money into school to buy a square or
two! Squares will be for sale until the last day of term so there is still time to get yours! £1
per square. The winners will be announced on the last day of term.

Covid 19
Last week we had our first day of the term when all children and staff were present in school
free of Covid symptoms and infection. Numbers have decreased across our school family and
the majority of our staff and children are back in school having had relatively mild symptoms.
I understand how inconvenient it is when we call you if we identify a child with a persistent
cough or they complain of feeling hot but only by continuing to work together can we look
after each other and manage the safety of everyone according to Government guidance. We
wish everyone good health as we move forward.

Football Tournament
Last Friday our two football teams took part in a tournament
organised by JB Sports at Barnes Wallis against other local
schools. They were great sporting ambassadors and we are
proud that they showed their sporting values throughout all the
games they played. Many thanks to Mr Batey for going along to
support Mr Roark and the children.
RAF Education Support Fund Success
We are also celebrating successfully being awarded almost £5000 from the RAF Education
Support Fund to develop our Forest School project. Earlier in the term I thanked those
military families who helped provide data about deployments which helped me build a strong
bid. The Community Development Officer at RAF Coningsby, Ben Rossi, also supported our
application and congratulated us on the good news as he stated that they are ‘notoriously
stringent’ in awarding funding.
Our plans include transforming the woodland at the
bottom of our field into a Forest School and with this
very generous funding we are going to train staff to lead
the activities that our children will benefit from to
develop their learning about the natural environment,
how to handle risks and most importantly to use their
own initiative to solve problems and co-operate with
others. We are going to now look at other funding
streams to support us in providing benches, a canopy, a
fire pit etc for the children to use as part of their
learning in the outdoors. If anyone knows anyone who
could help us with funding or materials such as those
listed above please contact us as we would love to have
the woodland area transformed by the end of the
summer term. I know this is an ambitious target but we
like to dream ‘big’.

Pantomime
Final plans are in place for our visit to see Sleeping Beauty at the Embassy Theatre in
Skegness on Thursday. Please make sure you send your child to school with a coat, a named
filled water bottle to take with them and if they are in Classes 4, 5 or 6 also provide a healthy
snack for them to enjoy during the interval. We will be taking our healthy snacks for our
younger children with us. School bags will be left in school.

Covid measures at the theatre are effectively planned and managed. There will only be our
school and one other at the morning performance we are watching (280 people in total in a
theatre which seats over 1000). We will be using separate entrances to our seating, separate
toilets and we will be sat in separate areas of the auditorium so that we are socially distanced
from each other. Staff at the theatre will also be wearing face masks.
We will ensure children travel together on the same coaches which will be cleaned between
the journeys to and from the theatre. Please give your child any travel sickness medication
before they arrive in school and please talk to your child’s class teacher or the office staff if
your child requires travel sickness medication for their return journey from Skegness. A
medical form can be collected from the school office if this is required.
If your child is not 100% fit on Thursday morning please think carefully before sending them
to school. If your child develops Covid symptoms during the visit we will contact you to
organise for your child to be returned to school. We hope we will not have to contact any of
you in such a case but it is important that you are aware that if we have concerns about a
child’s health in relation to Covid symptoms we will need to ensure they are isolated according
to Government guidance to reduce the risk of spreading infection.
Packed lunches will be eaten by the children once we return to school.
If you are yet to make a donation towards the cost of the tickets for your child, (we are
paying for the coaches) we would welcome this, either in a named envelope or via School
Money. The price of each ticket is £8.50 and we would appreciate any small or large donation
towards this cost if you are in a position to donate.
Our staff are very experienced at taking children on educational visits and this traditional
experience, which our whole school will be attending, should be something that all children
enjoy. We truly hope that all the planning we have in place ensures every child enjoys the
magic of the pantomime which for many of our youngest children will be their first experience
of live theatre.

Food Shopping Vouchers
If your child is eligible for Free School Meals your child will receive £30 of shopping vouchers
for the Christmas holiday period. We will notify parents via email on the last week of term
when the vouchers have been issued) If you receive benefit payments your child may be
eligible for free school meals throughout their schooling. Please check here:
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/schools-and-education/free-school-meals/ or contact Lincolnshire
County Council Free School Meals Team on 01522 782030 to check whether your child is
eligible. (Please note free school meal eligibility is separate to Universal free school meals
which all KS1 children are entitled to until KS2.)
Christmas cards
This year we are happy for children to bring Christmas cards into school for friends in their
own classes. We know lots of children are excited to take part in this very traditional activity.
Named envelopes can be handed to teachers to deliver. Hygiene rules will be maintained. Due
to GDPR regulations we are not allowed to hand out lists of children’s names to parents.
After-School Clubs
There will be no clubs during the last week of term. A new club timetable will be sent
home in January.

DIARY DATES
10th December

•

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day

•

Wear a Christmas Jumper for the day and Santa Run.

•

Class 1 Nativity

•

Class 2 & 3 Nativity Afternoon and evening performances

15th December

•

Christmas Lunch from The Farm Kitchen

16th December

•

Pantomime visit, The Embassy Theatre, Skegness.

17th December

•

Last day of Term

•

KS2 Carol Service

14th December

Afternoon performance

Take care, be kind and thank you all for your continued
support.
Catherine Richardson
Headteacher
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